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 TIP Chart D –  Who Should File

1.  You had income tax withheld from your pay. 

2.  You made estimated tax payments for the year or had any of your overpayment for last year’s estimated 
tax.

3.  You qualify for the earned income credit. See Publication 596, Earned Income Credit (EIC), for more 
information. 

4.  You qualify for the additional child tax credit. See the instructions in your tax forms package for more 
information on this credit.

5.  You qualify for the health coverage tax credit. For information about this credit, see Form 8885, Health 
Coverage Tax Credit.

6.  You qualify for the refundable credit for prior year minimum tax. See Form 8801, Credit for Prior Year 
Minimum Tax — Individuals, Estates, and Trusts. 

7.  You qualify for the first-time homebuyer credit. See Form 5405, First-Time Homebuyer Credit.
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Residents of Puerto RicoOther Situations When You Must File a 2009 Return

If any of the four conditions listed below applied to you for 2009, you must file a
return.

1. You owe any special taxes, including any of the following.

a. Alternative minimum tax. (See the Form 1040 instructions for line 45.)

b. Additional tax on a qualified plan, including an individual retirement
arrangement (IRA), or other tax-favored account. (See Publication 590,
Individual Retirement Arrangements (IRAs), and Publication 969, Health
Savings Accounts and Other Tax-Favored Health Plans.) But if you are filing a
return only because you owe this tax, you can file Form 5329 by itself.

c. Social security or Medicare tax on tips you did not report to your employer (see
Publication 531, Reporting Tip Income) or on wages you received from an
employer who did not withhold these taxes (see Form 8919).

d. Write-in taxes, including uncollected social security, Medicare, or railroad
retirement tax on tips you reported to your employer or on group-term life
insurance and additional tax on health savings accounts. (See Publication 531,
Publication 969, and the Form 1040 instructions for line 61.)

e. Household employment taxes. But if you are filing a return only because you
owe these taxes, you can file Schedule H by itself.

f. Recapture taxes. (See the Form 1040 instructions for lines 44 and 60.)

2. You received any advance earned income credit (EIC) payments from your
employer. These payments should be shown in box 9 of your Form W-2. (See
Publication 596, Earned Income Credit (EIC).)

3. You had net earnings from self-employment of at least $400. (See Schedule SE
(Form 1040) and its instructions.)

4. You had wages of $108.28 or more from a church or qualified church-controlled
organization that is exempt from employer social security and Medicare taxes.
(See Schedule SE (Form 1040) and its instructions.)

You must file Form 1040 if you owe any Deceased Persons Responsibility of parent. If a dependent
self-employment tax. child who must file an income tax return cannot

You must file an income tax return for a dece- file it for any reason, such as age, a parent,
TIP

dent (a person who died) if both of the following guardian, or other legally responsible person
are true. must file it for the child. If the child cannot sign

Filing status. Your filing status generally de- the return, the parent or guardian must sign the1. You are the surviving spouse, executor,pends on whether you are single or married. In child’s name followed by the words “By (youradministrator, or legal representative.some cases, it depends on other factors as well. signature), parent for minor child.”
Whether you are single or married is determined 2. The decedent met the filing requirements

Earned income. This is salaries, wages, pro-as of the last day of your tax year, which is described in this publication at the time of
fessional fees, and other amounts received asDecember 31 for most taxpayers. Filing status is his or her death.
pay for work you actually perform. Earned in-discussed in detail later in this publication.

For more information, see Final Return for come (only for purposes of filing requirements
Age. Age is a factor in determining if you must Decedent in Publication 559. and the standard deduction) also includes any
file a return only if you are 65 or older at the end part of a scholarship that you must include in
of your tax year. For 2009, you are 65 or older if your gross income. See chapter 1 of Publication
you were born before January 2, 1945. U.S. Citizens or Resident Aliens 970, Tax Benefits for Education, for more infor-

Living Abroad mation on taxable and nontaxable scholarships.
Filing Requirements

Child’s earnings. Amounts a child earns byFor purposes of determining whether you mustfor Most Taxpayers performing services are his or her gross income.file a return, you must include in your gross
This is true even if under local law the child’sincome all of the income you earned or receivedYou must file a return if your gross income for parents have the right to the earnings and mayabroad, including any income you can excludethe year was at least the amount shown on the actually have received them. If the child does notunder the foreign earned income exclusion. Forappropriate line in Table 1. Dependents should pay the tax due on this income, the parent ismore information on special tax rules that mayseeTable 2  instead. liable for the tax.apply to you, see Publication 54, Tax Guide for

U.S. Citizens and Resident Aliens Abroad.
Unearned income. This is income such as
interest, dividends, and capital gains. Trust dis-
tributions of interest, dividends, capital gains,
and survivor annuities are considered unearned
income also.
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 TIP Chart C – Other Situations When You Must File


